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Goln patridge huntin be ye Hiram

Hull asked as ha poured four pounds of I

No G shot from the scoop of the scales
into one of the conical packages that our
shot used to be done up in by storekeep-
ers

¬

before the era of paper bags
Well ro not exactly hunting I an ¬

swered wIth a view to the possible need
of excuses for an empty bag Im going
over to Bradleys to spend Christmas and
didnt know but I might see a partridge
It would have been stuck up to call our
best same bird partridge and no one
would have recognized it under the name
of ruffed grouse

You haiu goin to hoof it over the
maointaln he asked with the end of thef string between his teeth as he wound the
package with a frugal allowance of pack ¬

thread I nodded an affirmation while I
silently admired his thritty habit of put
tins the few spilled pellets into the box
of unsold shot

Wa then yed better let me put ye
< up a paound or two o buckshot

No sir I said in a tone expressive
of reproof for the suggestion Ive no
use for buckshot this time of year for
the close time for deer began with the
month-

Of course not but youd want some ¬

thing biggerii number sixes if the wolves
got after ye said Hiram malting a per¬

suasive dip into the box of buckshot
Wolves said I contemptuously why

there haint been a wolf around here for
20 Years

Val there Is naow a pack o seven
anyway an mebby more Why haintyou heard Amos Barker seen em full
tilt after a deer an caounted em seven
of em His man at was a nelpin of him
on his coalin job said there was 13 but
Amos reckoned he see double or caounted
some of em twice an theres lots o
folks ats heard em Theres wolves
hantin the maountaln you may depend
Better lo me weigh you aout a couple o
paound-

No I guess it wont pay to carry any
extra weight on that chance I said ad-
miring

¬

the shopkeepers cunning attempt-
to sell me something 1 did not want But
you may put up that small doll and that
Jackinthebox for me Theyre sight andtheyll tickle Billys two little shavers
Then put up a half dozen crackers and a
bit of cheese for lunch fill my tobacco
box and let me have an extra pipe and
Ill be off I want to make the trip by
daylight

1 hope ye will 1 raly do I wouldnt
want to have you get ketched in the dark-
on tho maountain So youre goln right
over to Bradleyb be ye he continued-
as he shuffled about behind the counter to
put up the articles for me and then be ¬

gan rummaging in a drawer of odds and
ends Now 1 wonder if you wouldnt
jest as lives take him a pair o1 bullet
molds at Aaron Clark left here for him I

I last spring I guess it was I mess he
L21 i borrowed em some time or nother an

11 fethin em here is as nigh as ever he
come to returnin of em If Bradleys
ever needed em he must be begmnln to
feel the want of em an it wont burdenyou no great to take em If joure whim
an they be oil m m > mind

Hiram found the molds after a short
search and slipping them into my pocket
with the other articles I retired to my
bachelor quarters over Miss DianthaGridleys tailor shop where after trans-
ferring

¬

the shot to a springtop pouch
and tilling my flask with better powder
than Hiram sold and exchanging my
leather boots for a pair of the sheepskin
boots tanned with the wool on whichwere then the most approved winter foot¬
gear With my double gun on my shoulder-
to lighten my steps 1 set forth on thetenmile tramp

Goodby Mr Markham called Miss
Gridler coming to the door Ted in theface from a close Interview with her
noose I wish you a merry Christmas-
but I shall feel casiery about you if you
hadnt got no gun Im always afraid ofa guns goin off

Well mines going off in a way that
wont hurt you Miss Gridley Goodby

t i II
Crossing the little river that turned the

mills and forge of our village and fol-
lowing

¬

the road as far as it ran in my di ¬

rection I held across the fields to the
woods before entering which I set my
compass for my intended course

This was through six miles of mountain

t
woodland unbrok rt but for the clearings
made in the operations of lumbering and
charcoal burning It was rough but not
very difficult traveling for the mountain
Was not high nor very steep except at
the peak which was not in my route-

I did not deviate much from my course
for the sake of hunting but held straight-
on contenting myself with the few shots I

that chance offered which were few in ¬

deed for one seldom finds many ruffed
grouse in the heart of the woods where
coneniai food is not so abundant as in
the outskirts

When tho backbone of the mountain
was reached and my journey half accom-
plished

¬

I had but one partridge but there
was a chance of more in the stretch of
forest that lay before me partial glimpses-
of which I now had through the stunted
oaks and PInes that scantily clad the
rocky ridge

Beyond the woods bits of the valley
farms could be seen and the clustered
buildings of homesteads with banners of
smoke floating from the chimneys sig-
naling

¬

the preparation of Christmas
cheer

The weather was exceedingly mild for
thp season a circumstance which proved
very fortunate for me and as I was quite
comfortable in the warmth of the low
midday sun I gave my legs a good rest
while I ate my lunch and lazily smoked
and dreamed in the midst of the quietude

There was not a sound to be heard
above the constant murmur of the pines
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and the occasional rustle of an unfallen I

leaf withered nor was a livingi thing to I

be seen but a mite of a winter wren ex-
ploring

¬

the intricacies of a fallen treetop I

and a few flies that were buzzing about
the sunny side of a tree trunk There I

was no snow even on these heights and
in proof of the exceptional mildness of
tho season a flower of herb robert I

bloomed beside me paler than Its own
scarlet leaves-

At last after a considerable continu ¬

ance this silence was broken by the sound-
of light cautious footfalls on the dry I

leaves at some distance behind me evi-
dently

¬

on my trail drawing nearer then
it ceased behinfl a screen of underbrush-
and as I looked and listened receded
giving me but a glimpse of gray fur-

I guessed that it might be a lynxsneak-
in

¬

inquisitively along my track and was
quite willing he should satisfy his curi¬

osity without showing more of himself-
for I would not have liked to let him go
unshot at if fairly seen nor yet risk a
shot with such charges as were in my
sun a possible contingency that made
me wish for a pound of Hirams buck-
shot

¬

As I began my way down the mountain-
a =lance at the sun showed me we were

likely to part company before my journey
was ended Half a mile further on in an
old charcoal clearing I flushed a part-
ridge

¬

at which I took a snap shot that
knocked a cloud of feathers out of the
bird without retarding its flight but I
was sure it was hard hit and began a dil ¬

igent search where it had disappeared at
the edge of the clearin

Looking the ground over carefully step
by step I haP gone much further than
one who does not knqw how far a mortal-
ly

¬

wounded grouse can fly would think it
of any use to search when 1 heard far
behind me what I took to be the piteous
howl of a lost hound

I was wishing the poor fellow might find I

my track and come up to me when the I

longdrawn plaintive wail was repeated
at a point so distant from the first that-
it was evident it could not have been ut ¬

tered by the same animal and presently
it was taken up at another distant point

Still groping oVer the ground in search-
of the dead bird wondered at so many
hounds having gono astray that day
when just as I found my bird lying belly
up stone dead I also came upon some ¬

thing that gave me a startling enlighten-
ment

¬

The fallen leaves and the soil were torn
and furrowed stones and patches of moss
vvore overturned in evidence of a des ¬

perate struggle the result of which was
plainly shown by the antlered skull and
scattered bones of a deer and a mat of
coarse gray hair trodden into the mold

Hirams wolves were no harmless
creatures of the imagination but savage
realities and a chill ran down my back-
as J realized the probability that the pack
was now rallying on my trail I did not
doubt that I had heard their voices

I took my went forward-
at lihalmy best pace far less thought-
of hunting than the fear of being hunt ¬

ed Thus I went on for half an hour
hearing nothing but the snapping of
twigs and swish of branches made by
my own rapid progress till a clamor of
jays broke out 40 rods in my rear As
it drew near it was mingled with the
rustle and patter of many swift feet I
was near the crest of one of the ledges
that ridge crosswise the long westerly
incline of the mountain side and look-
ing

¬

backward down the slope I saw
two wolves break through the under ¬

growth of whortleberry bushes and had
glimpses of others behind them

My next look was for a tree that could
be climbed and I was fortunate in dis ¬

covering one close at hand a low
branching pine of more than two feet in
diameter at the base of the trunk which
for 10 feet UP to the whorls of sturdy
green boughs bristled with stubs of dead
limbs that made convenient steps

My gun was of German make riged
with a sling which till now I had always
thought a useless appurtenance but in
this emergency it proved quite otherwise
when by sliding the gun over my back I
got up easily and quickly None too quick-
ly

¬

for in two minutes the leaders of the
pack were beneath me and glaring up at
me with cruel hungry eyes having evi ¬

dently seen my ascent for they were not
at fault a moment

Others came till there were seven in
all some circling about the tree some
sitting on their haunches and treading
impatiently with their forefeet like a
dog waiting for a choice morsel and lick ¬

ing their slavering chops some knawed
at the trunk or made prodigious leaps at
the lower branches-

I climber to a secure and comfortable
seat on a limb 20 feet from the ground
and after getting my breath and my
nerves were a little settled I tried the
effect of a charge of No Gs on one of the
besiegers as I got a tolerable fair aim at
his uplifted muzzle through an opening
There was a yelp of surprise and pain
followed by a general commotion among
the crew and when the smoke had lifted
above me I caught glimpses of the stung
brute clawing his head with alternate
forepaws-

I fired several times as opportunity
offered but desisted when it became evi-

dent
¬

that instead of driving off my as ¬

sailants the sting of the small shot made
them the more savagely persistent I
tried slugging the shot in a cartridge
made of a bit of the lining of my coat
but it amounted to nothing Bewailing the
incredulity which had made me refuse the
buckshot I was at my wits end how
to raise the siege

Perhaps my supply of provisions would
last till tho enemy was staved out if
the weather did not turn cold and freeze-
me on my roost which was a prospect less
agreeable than that of subsisting on raw
partridge flesh

Then it occurred to me to climb to the
top and see if there was any chance of
making alarm shots heard down in the
settlement Slinging my gun I began the
ascent But ten feet further up the pine
came to an end for there the whole top
was broken off just above a whorl of
stout branches onto which I climbed but
could get no outlook through the tree
tops

I filled ana lighted my pipe and chanc ¬

ing to throw the unextmsruished match
onto the stub which was broken aboutsquare across and was at least a foot in
diameter it lighted handful of dry pine
needles that had alighted there The
flame lasted but a moment yet long
enough to suggest tire idea that fire
enough might be built here to roast small
bits of the partridge and close upon this
followed another which gave me a hope-
of deliverance

III
There was the bullet mold in my pocket

and if I could but manage to turn my
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paltry shot Into a good solid balls-
I would soon rid myself of the wolves-
As I was refilling my pipe with a view-
of stimulating invention my tobacco box
gave me a clewI to a solution of the prob-
lem

¬

It was an oldfashloned steel box
I with a hinged cover and square
that would serve as a spout to pour

I

melted lead from-
I transferred my tobacco to a pocket

I cleft a cut of a small green limb firmly
on to the open cover for handle and
had what promised to be a serviceable
smelting ladle Then reaching out II gathered some dry twigs and bits of
branches and I soon had a small fire I

burning in the center of the stub When-
it was well going I held the improvised-
ladle with a couple of ounces of shot In it
over the hottest place and after some
patient waiting had the satisfaction of
seeing the separate pellets become a little
puddle of molten lead I managed to
pour most it into the mold and Jot
three good bullets at the first smelting
but lost one which fell to the ground

Better luck attended three more suc ¬

cessive trials winch gave 13 bullets
making 15 in all which I thought might
answer my purpose and I whipped out
the fire with a green branch-

It was now near sundown so there
was no time to be lost if I was to get
away by daylight

The bellets were much too small for the
bore of my gun therefore I put two in
each barrel with a light charge of shot
and descended to the lower branch where-
I seated myself upon the one where I
could get the clearest view of the ground

The wolves greeted my reappearance
with a chorus of savage yelps as they

I gathered eagerly beneath me snapping
and snarling each struggling for the
nearest place that he might be first at
the expected feast One grizzled old fel
low the patriarch of the tribe who had
curled himself up in the fallen treetop to
bide my downfall now had his philosophi
cal patience overcome and limped forth
from his lair sneaking around the out¬

skirts of the crowd with his hungry eyes
constantly upon me The largest and
strongest of the pack kept the position
directly under now springing upward
more than his length then tumbling back
upon his mates that crowded beneath
him now standing upright on his hinder
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feet and pawing the air and snapping
fanged jaws viciously While he was in
this posture I fired one barrel straight
into his mouth

The recoil almost unseated me but I
recovered myself with no greatqr mis ¬

hap than losing the toys out of my pock-
et

¬

The big wolf made no motion but
to sink in a lifeless heap with the back
of his head blown out The others scat ¬

tered a little but presently returned
sniffing at their dead comrade and lap-
ping

¬

his blood Poor dolly got a cruel
bit from on that spoiled her beauty for ¬

ever Another nosing Jackinthebox
unhooked the lid whereupon the little imp
flllipped his snout and I could not help
laughing at the fright it gave the great
cowardly brute-

I fired the second barrel at the old
grandfather as he warily skulked past
beyond the others and the fabi1rnrhis back He writhed the
wound a moment and then dragging
his paralyzed hinder parts crawled out
of sight The others were getting some ¬

what shy but plucked up courage during
tho cessation of hostilities while I reload-
ed

¬

and then came close under me again-
A third shot killed one nearly outright-

and the fourth broke the shoulder of
another as he ran He retreated to a
safe distance and amused himself with his
wound while the unhurt survivors stood
off now regarding curiously their dead
and wounded companions now me with
growing respect and evidently doubting
whether it was worth their while to con ¬

tinue any longer in my neighborhood-
When my gun was reloaded I settled the

Question for them with two shots
The first one bore such a hole in the

belly of one that his entrails dragged
upon the ground and the second stung
another so sharply that he stood not on
the order of his going but made off in till
speed in company with his unscratched
comrade while the fellow with the
broken shoulder hobbled after them and
the other poor wretch tried to folow
them turning now and again to bite his
own entrails entangling his feet and
catching on stubs and stones

Evening was already deepening the
forest shadows and I had little time to
spare in mercy to the merciless brute
but when I eot to the ground I hastily

j loaded my gun and finished him with a
shot Is the head

0Then picking up the toys and taking
my course by the compass and the even ¬

ing star i held forward at such speed
as the rough and darkening way would
permit Fortunately the almost full
moon was well up In the clear sky and
I had little difficulty in finding my way
down the mountain and reached Brad
leys before their early bedtime

Little Molly Bradley prized the doll
all the more for the scars which proved
her hairbreadth escape and her brother
looked upon the Jackinthebox that had
scared a wolf as a hero as doughty as
Jack the Giant Killer

Their father seemed to doubt my storv
till I led him to the scene of the advent
tire the next morning and showed him
the four wolves for we found the broken
backed patriarch after a short search

When we returned with the pelts the
Christmas dinner was ready for us no
mean part of it being the partridges
much more nicely cooked by Mrs Brad ¬

ley than I could have done it on the tree
stump had I been obliged to

When I went home next day there was-
a full pouch of buckshot in my pocket
but I found no use for it
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Dont MopeI

From the New York Sun The worst
i possible thing for a man to do when cares

oppress him said Mr Gratebar is to
mope to sit down and think it over If
there is anything on earth that will mil-
dew

¬

a man and make him good for noth ¬

I ing thats it What he wants is activity-
to keep moving If he cant work or

I

u

thinks he cant let him go out and take
a walk and start his circulation Itsamazing what a little fresh air and exer¬

cise will do for a man Keep moving and
the first thing you know youll find your-
self

¬ Iwhistling or humming a tune and
then you laugh to yourself a little and go
back and go to work

EXTRA
BIG

Christmas Gifiss FrOB

One

yith 25C1S SPIGE
each I

1 Butter Dish 1 Cullender
1 Sugar Bowl 1 Dust Pan
1 Berry Dish 1 Fieemng Kettle
1 Salad Dish 1 Enamel Cup
1 Finger Bowl 1 Cake Turner
1 Olive Dish 1 Pie Plate
1 Candy Plate 1 Jelly Plate
1 Pickle Dish 1 Basting Spoon
1 Spooner 1 China Bowl
KCankard Cream l Cup and Saucer
1 Cream Pitcher 1 Decorated Plate
1 Shaker mbler1 Bohemian Vase
fcffabl Decorated Cup and
Illuminated Plate Saucer
1Bone Plate 1 Fruit Plate
1 Cannister

Hany Other Useful and Ornamental
Articles in Dainty and Pretty

CHINA AND GLASSWARE

FREE FREE FREE

Larger Gifts with Larger Purchases

TEAS COFFEES SPICES

I

Groat Alllonmm ill oll Toa GUG

245 Main St Salt Lake City

340 Twentyfifth St Ogden

It takes a strong stomach-

to stand Liver medicine

Try GRAYS LAXATIVE

PELLETS
25ceuts
Any druIit will refund the money

Jfjoairaaiit-
Gmr nOT Co
San Frncbco
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TIME TO TALK

CLOTHING AGAIN-

Lots of clothing sold last week
but peoples minds were mostly on
the extrasyou certainly want to
start the New Year with a new suit-
or overcoatcant push that old one
along much longerand no use any ¬

waywhen weve made it so easy for
you here Come and look at our
Y10 suitno its not worth X25 or
X20 but its the best 10 lot of cloth¬

ingworth you ever sawif thats
not so you can have your money back-

in a minute Several kindsclay
worsted cheviots and mixed goods-
we

¬

have them for less and have them
for morebut 10 just about fits
anybodys pocketbook

WRITE FOR OUR CATALOGUE
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qP GARDNER
136138 Main Street
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ENII E CLOAK AN SUIT STOCK HALFPRICEt iONDAY AND IUESDAY No Reserve

What sensationalists might term A MOST STUPENDOUS EXTRAORDINARY AND ADVANTAGEOUS SALE with possibly little to justify such strong statements
5j t but when the Walkers Store tells you it inaugurates a sale for a TWO DAYS FURIOUS SELLING that there will be THE GREATEST PRE= INVENTORY SALE OF

WOMENS GARMENTS EVER ATTEMPTED IN THE COUNTRY it means we stake our reputation on our printed words when we proclaim this the FOREMOST CLOAK AND t-

t
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SUIT EVENT OF THE YEAR A MAMMOTH STOC EVERY CARMENT NEW Tt2IS SEASON 5-

ii Ulf PRICE Monday and Tuesday Only UAIJf PIU E
o II-

All Separate Dress Skirts All Fur Collars Collarettes
f Muffs Boas All Fur Capes

H tJ
k O Childrens Furs

t
50 Off IVE y

t < A 1 500v Off0 > 0uhf PRICE S2 I wr
7

k

I

All Tea Gowns Wool Wrap ¬ fl jp UAlf PRICE
pers Flannelette or Fleece

t Lined Eiderdown Bath-
Robes

All Womens Wraps of every
fJ l 4 description Jackets and

I CapesI r i

50 Off JQ 50 0 Off

IIAL ftC 4fr2f 1

t

UAlf PRICE
All Infants Short and Long t ff c-

M4S w 7F S Shawls All ChildrensCoats Childrens Short J f All
Coats and Jackets Misses ° jf W i Wool presses
Long Coats and Jackets arm

4 i 50 0 J 4V J
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< 5O Of-
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t i t

UAlf fRICIZ n 4

t PRICE
t x All Waists Silk or Wool AH t

tCi All Womens Dresses entire r v cyn Dressing Sacques Wom¬ 5 t

stock finest to cheapest ens Mackintoshes

50 Off
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